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Apostasy
By

REV. W. B. GODBEY, A. M.
Author of

f:eventy Books and Booklets on Holiness and Travels,
Among Which the Seven "Commentaries on the New
Testament," "Translation of the New Testament,"
"Footprints of Jesus in the Holy Land,'' "Life of
Jesus and His Apostles," "Tour Around the
World," "Autobiography,'' "Incarnation of
the Holy Ghost," "Glorification," "Christian
Perfection," "Holiness or Hell," "Sanctification," "Baptism," "Demonology,"
and "Work of the Holy Spirit,"
are the Most Prominent.

GOD'S REVIVALIST OFFICE
1810 Young St.
CINCINNATI, OHIO

APOSTASY
CHAPTER I.
THE FOND DELUSION.
Among the multitudinous
tossed by the
adroit hand of Satan from pandemonium to boomerang
unwatchful souls and drag them into the abyss of irretrievable woe, the dogma, ''once in grace always in
grace," caps the climax, doubtless populating Hell
more copiously than any other ever hatched in the
rattlesnake jungles of damnation. In logic, COliltraries
are utterly irreconcilable either to other; so the truth
of the one means the falsity of the other; meanwhile
contradictories are doubly incompatible either with
other; so the truth of the one doubly determines the
falsity of the other. Now a simple analysis of the
facts involved determines incontestably the falsity
of the above proposition in the most glowing climac·teric and duplicate sense. We begin with Satan. originally one of the greatest and brightest of all the
archangels, enjoying the exalted cognomen, Lucifer,
which is a Latin compound and means light-bearer,
indicative of the transcendent brilliancy which peculiarized the effulgence of his glory. "How thou art
1
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fallen, 0 Lucifer, the morning star!" (Isaiah 14: 12.)
John (Rev. 12 ch.) notifies us that "his tail drew onethird of the stars''; i. e., one-third of all the heavenly
host followed his influence, forfeiting their probation
(Jude 6), and plunging headlong into the fires of Tartarus.
When we contemplate the vastitude of the celestial
universe, one hundred and seventeen millions of glowing suns, accompanied by the mighty retinues of rolling worlds, in their peregrinations around the celestial metropolis, the center of the heavenly universe
where Jehovah a bides in the New Jerusalem (Rev .21),
and these glowing suns attended by one billion, one
hundred and sevenw millions of imrq_ortal spheres, inhabited by unfallen intelligences whom God in His
infinite wisdom created for His eternal glory, we may
apprehend at least some vague conception of the numberless millions who unfortunately trended away in
the wake of apostatizing Lucifer. These all, like their
leader, forfeited their probation (which is doubtless
peculiar to all created intelligences) at the
of their experience, presumptively having already expired in many of the heavenly worlds and not appertaining to us after we get to Heaven, because we have
our probation here. All these became devils and
demons, consequently this world is literally beleaguered with demoniacal armies under the command
of Dia bolus (Eph. 6 ch.), doing their utmost to sidetrack, delude and destroy human souls.
As God is the very essence of goodness, He cannot make anything that is not good; therefore there
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are three things he never ere a ted : devils, sinners and
snakes. He created angels, pure and glorious; they
had to be free in order to be responsible; and had to
be responsible in order to be virtuous. Where there
is freedom there is liability of the contrary choice:
unfortunately these angels took the awful risk of following their own free will, in deflection from the· Divine will. This was the point of their fatal departure
and eternal ruin. Consequently they were transformed into devils and demons. He created man ''perfect and upright.'' He ranking on the plane of· all
responsible, virtuous, immortal intelligences, as a matter of absolute necessity, was also free. Unfortunately
he yielded to temptation, fell, and became a sinner,
involving the whole human race in the ruin, as they
were all in him, he being the only creation (Acts 17
26). Hence originated this world of sinners.
Among the animals which He created, the nahas
was the "most subtle" (intelligent) of all, man alone
excepted, even having the power of ·speech peculiar
to himself alone in all the animal creation. Truly he
was minus nothing but the immortal soul to actually
constitute him a man. He was doubtless a biped,
like the gorilla and the ourangoutang, but of course
superior to those animals in point of intelligence, as
he outranked them all, enjoy;ing the exalted faculty
of oral communication, which so closely allied him to
humanity as to prove the secret o·f his efficiency in
the fatal abduction in which Satan manipulated to
use him as the unfortunate instrument, actually
inducing his ruinous transformation into the. odious
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serpent; thus forever vacating his place in the zoological catalogue. The awful tragedy has transpired.
All is lost in the bright and beautiful terrestrial paradise. Eden blooms no more. God, who walks in the
garden, interviews man, who, blushing with the shame
of inexcusable guilt, lays the blame on the woman,
who .in turn imputes the awful responsibility to the
nahas; which, calling into His presence, He anathematizes: '-'Because thou hast done this, on thy stomach
thou shalt go, and dust thou shalt eat all the days of
thy life, and I will put enmity between thee and the
woman. . . . '' Methinks I s·ee the nahas in the form of
man standing face to face with Jehovah, when, responsive to the awful anathema pronounced on him
by the Judge of all the earth, in just retribution for
his infelicitous instrumentality in the abduction and
awful ruin of the human race, the transformation supervenes. His head forfeits its rotundity, is elongated
into frightful prolixity,, his forked tongue from his
wideopen jaws dispensing dark venom, his neck projected high, his arms absorbed, disappearing; his
posterial members consolidated into the long, ugly,
wriggling serpentine tail. So, falling prostrate, he
goes angling away, hissing and rattling, henceforth the
odious, venomous snake, destined to wage an exterminating war against the human race, which, true
to his symbolism, eventually results in his own extermination in all lands, thus typifying Satan's final and
et"ernal
(a) Now who are the inmates of Hell? We begin
with Satan, who is a great old backslider, having
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once been an archangel in Heaven, but lost his religion and was consigned to endless woe. Likewise
all the devils and demons, the countless myrmidons of
the pit, were all originally bright, happy angels.
(b) The case of the prodigal son and his elder
brother corroborated by innumerable Scriptures,
abundantly reveals the glorious and consolatory fact
that, by the triumphant, redeeming grace of Christ,
every son and daughter of Adam is born in the kingdom of God, not a sinner exposed to wrath and Hell,
but a Christian, a child of God and an heir of Heaven,
having been justified by the free grace of God in
Christ, independently of personal faith, pursuant to
the normal economy of redemption, and consequently
regenerated by the Holy Ghost, the moment soul and
body united constitµte personality (Heb. 2: 9; 1 Cor.
15: 22; John 3: 5-7). (The E. V. complicates you here
with the word ''again,'' which properly reads
"above.") So the spiritual birth by the grace of
Christ actually precedes the physical. This is confirmed by our Savior when He repeatedly recognizes
the infants as bona fide citizens of His kingdom. This
prenatal regeneration does not preclude the necessity
of conversion as a fortification against the temptations of adult age, as we are all born with depravity
in our hearts, hereditary from Adam (Ps. 51 : 5), which
turns the face away from God; so if not converttd
(which means turned around, not necessarily including justification and regeneration, which are incidental
to personal transgressions) will go on spontaneously
out of the kingdom in which we were born by the
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normal redeeming grace of God in Christ, into actual
transgression; thus forfeiting our infantile justification. Hence you see all actual sinners are really backsliders, having been born in the kingdom of God and
only getting out by personal transgression.
(c) You see from the preceding facts, authenticated by the Word of God, that by the redeeming grace
of God in Christ every human being is born a Christian. That is the reason babies are baptized, as baptism is God's mark for His own sheep, and never
should be put .on the devil's goats. The normal time
of conversion is during the period of infantile justi..
£.cation, then followed by an early sanctification, so
establishing the soul in the kingdom of God that Satan
will never get his black hand on it. Therefore, you
see the preposterous falsehood of this dogma, which
stands on the hypothesis of no backslider ever making
his bed in Hell, but all having once enjoyed a place
in the kingdom of God, certainly turning up in Heaven
after the conclusion of this probationary life. Yon
see the very contradictory of this hypothesis is true.
Instead of no backslider going to Hell, there is no
one there but backsliders; beginning with Satan, who
is a great old backslider, having once been an archangel, but sinned, fell, and lost his soul, world without end. Then all the devils and demons are backstiders, having once been angels, but sinned, thus
forfeiting their probation (Jude 6), and cast down to
Hell. Finally we come to the human race, and find
them all redeemed by Christ and born in the kingdom, like the prodigal son and his brother, whose
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conversion simply brought him back to his father's
house, putting him where he had been born, illustrating
the incontestable fact revealed by the uniform teaching of God's Word that every sinner is a backslider,
having begun probation-life in the kingdom of God.
Consequently the legitimate conclusion is that instead
of Hell having no backsliders, it has none but back-·
sliders, being simply a backslider's Hell, made for the
incorrigible subjects of God's universal empire, incarcerating them, so that in the grand finale they never
again can trouble God's peaceful universe. Hence you
see this is certainly the climax of. all Satan's falsifications. Diabolus is the father of lies and liars,
therefore when he spreads himself, as he certainly
has in this case, he can eclipse all creation on the line
of unblushing falsificatioJ;l. This is his easy chair of
carnal security in which he has rocked millions of
poor, deluded backsliders, till he could dump them
into Hell. It is the ignis fatuus, whose delusive ray
lights up unreal worlds and glows but to betray. It
is· the vampire which gently fans his victim, keeping
him wrapped in dulcet slumber till he can suck out
the last drop of life blood. I seriously doubt whether
any other falsification has ever populated the pandemonium so copiously.

CHAPTER II.
SUPERFICIALISM
Is another climacteric stratagem of Apollyon. Among
the two hundred and fifty millions of Roman Catholics you scarcely find a trace of orthodox spirituality, Satan having long ago obscured every scintillation of true, vital, Holy Ghost religion. One hundred ·millions of Protestants are now moving in the
track of Romanism at race-horse speed. The mighty
sunburst which God sent through Luther, Bunyan,
Knox, Fox, Wesley and Whitefield, with their heroic
comrades, having given way to clouds of worldliness
and carnality, fast dragging them down to the dreary
level of cold formality and hollow hypocrisy, where
our Savior found de-spiritualized Judaism so blind
they could not see His glory, but rejected and killed
Him, as our ecclesiastical contemporaries would crucify the Holy Ghost, the invulnerable successor of
Christ, ·if He had a physical body, God, in His condescending mercy, has raised up the Holiness people
in these days of darkness and apostasy to hold the
light, to guide the millions on all sides stumbling into
Hell. Thus it is our inali_enable duty and glorious privilege to ''contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). "But I wish you to
remember, once having known all things 1 that the
8
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Lord having once saved the people out of the land
of Egypt, destroyed them that believed not the second
time" (Jude 5). Here you see the faith of· Israel was
put to the second severe test at Kadesh Barnea, when
God wanted them to go unhesitatingly into the land of
Canaan and take possession of it. Through unbelief
they halted till the spies, their chosen prominent tribal
leaders, could go and explore the land and return.
They bring in three reports: unanimity, majority and
minority. They unanimously report a land flowing
with milk and honey, abounding in corn and wine,
and not only equal to the report which had reached
them in Egypt, but even better. While the. majority
terrify by the people reporting it inhabited by great
giants whom they never can conquer, Joshua and
Caleb bring in the minority report, boldly certify,
"We are fully able to go up and possess the land."
The people believing the ten rather than the two,
with panic, raised the uproarious .howl, ''Back into
Egypt.'' The righteous indignation of Jehovah is provoked; terrible castigatory providences ensue. They
are visited by destroying angels, fiery serp€nts, wasting
pestilence. Meanwhile the
signally and
repeatedly defeat them in battle. Pursuant to the
decree that none who had passed majority when they
crossed the sea shall ever reach the ·promised -land,
their zigzag peregrinations through the dreary, howling wilderness are everywhere strewn with the. skeletons of the dead, left to bleach beneath the burning sun
of an Arabian sky. You see in the above Scripture proof
of the great doctrine and experience for which God
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has raised up the Holiness people, that we may
propagate it to the ends of the earth. This is the keystone which supports the arch of revealed truth, whose
forfeiture has precipitated all the collapses of bygone
ages. If we do. not clearly, heroically and
ably preach entire sanctification, as a separate and
distinct work _of gra.ce, wrought in the heart by the
Holy Ghost subsequently to a sky-blue regeneration,
and both experiences clearly attested by the Holy
Spirit, we would better take down our colors and resume our places in the fallen churches where the
preachers no longer wield the laboring oar of pentecostal power which· runs the lifeboat of full salvation.
We have reached a point in the Holiness Movement
where we are saddened to contemplate the fearful
lowering of the standard on all sides. Flagrant heresies utterly undermining this grand depositum (in the
language of Wesley) not only appear in some Holiness
papers, but there they receive even editorial endorsement, e. g., the hypothesis that both experiences are
simultaneously lost, which inevitably involves the Zinzendorfian heresy.
justification and sanctification
are simultaneously for_feited, it is equally true and
irrefutable that they are simultaneously received,
which is none other than the Zinzendorfian heresy,
which John Wesley fought with all his might, and
Wm. Bramwell, his noble coadjutor, pronounced "the
devil's great gun.'' Thousands of Methodist preachers now burlesque their Wesleyan progenitorship by
preaching this heresy. This is the uncompromising
enemy of the great Pauline and Wesleyan doctrine of
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entire sanctification, received and appropriated by a
separate and distinct act of faith after regeneration.
I emphasize this heresy because it is now everywhere
creeping into the Holiness Movement, advocated inad_vertently by honest people, who commit the logical
blunder of thinking that whereas they receive their
glorious experience of full salvation by: two distinct
works of grace, they can lose it all by a single wo:rk
of sin, which not only .:flatly abnegates the "grand
depositum,'' but magnifies sin above grace and the
devil above Christ, which conclusion inevitably supervenes if he can destroy in a single work all that Christ
gives you in His two mighty works, regeneration and
sanctification. If this heresy prevails among the Holiness people, it will be impossible for us to maintain
our standard by a second work of grace. The normal
trend of his dogma necessa11ily settles the people
down in the Zinzendorfian theology, which receives it
all in conversion. I meet this heresy in all parts of
the continent.
N. B.-W e must give the trumpet no uncertain
sound. If it was the "devil's great gun" in Wesley's
day, it is veritably so now. There is no possible escape from the logic of this conclusion.
You see in the above Scripture that Israel perished
in the wilderness because they did not exercise faith
at Kadesh Barnea to go up and possess the land. The
two crossings progressively, irrefutably prove the two
crossings retrospectively. If they could not jump all
tht> way from the brick kilns of Egyptian bondage
over the Red Sea, the wilderness, and the .Jordan,

12
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and light down on the highlands of Canaan at a single
bound, rest assured they cannot get back with a solitary leap, but must return by the two crossings. We
dare not trifle with the symbolisms of the Bible.
They all teach practical, experimental truth. We are
warned not to ''handle the Word of God deceitfully.''
There is positively but one way to evade the above
conclusion, i. e., that you forfeit salvation by two distinct works of Satan, and that is by "handling the
Word of God deceitfully." The doctrine of Christian perfection cannot be superficialized. You must
take it as the Bible gives it or you can never have it.
To superfieialize it is to vitiate it in toto. John Wesley said he was tired striving against the stream of
preachers and people in his redoubtable defense of
the great Bible doctrine of Christian perfection for
the propagation and fortification of which he spent
his life. This is the reason why I travel from ocean
to ocean, contending for the faith once delivered
to the saints. Oh, what a powerful undercurrent in
the entire Movement, flo,ving ba cJc toward the lower
plane of despiritualized, carnal churchisms !

CHAPTER III.
FORFEITURE OF JUSTIFICATION.
In both experiences there are two hemispheres constituting the beautiful globe of God's bright, redeeming grace, the one positive and the other negative.
J usti:fication is the negative, taking place in Heaven,
reversing the condemnatory sentence against the transgressor when in the exercise of genuine, contrite and
restitutionary repentance he casts himself on the
mercy of God in Christ, receiving Him as his a toning
substitute by simple faith. This must logically pre·
cede the regeneration wrought in the heart by the Holy
Ghost, who instantaneously executes this great work,
responsive to appropriative faith, simultaneously giving the witn,ess of adoption. As justification is the
simple reversal of condemnation, it can only be forfeited by an act of transgression, which is not physical but spiritual. A brother interrogated me on the
subject of the simultaneous forfeiture of the two works
of grace, himself evidently leaning toward the affirmative: ''Suppose a sanctified man turn burglar and
break into a house; would he not lose both experiences
by the
I responded, ''No, he would not lose
either. The moment he consented in his own will to
eommit the theft he lost his justification, though indefragable locks and policemen might have forever pre-
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vented any actual violation of the civil law." When
our Savior certifies that the man looking on a woman
in order to lust after her, has already committeJ
adultery in his heart, He gives us the key of condemnatory transgression in every case, illustrating
the, fact that the outward act is never essential to the
forfeiture ·of justification, but simply the consent of
the will, which is seen only by the Omniscient Eye.
Whereas the forfeiture of justification dates from the
consent of the will, regardless of· any physical act,
the apostasy from santification antedates that of justification indefinitely, i. e., from a few seconds to
months and years, dating from the moment the in·
trigues of Satan successfully manamvred, by demon·
iacal intervention, to inject depravity back into the
heart, thus superinducing the first leaning toward evil
realized since the cleansing blood first washed away
in bred sin, and the Man of grace administered the
fatal blow which ''crucified the old man'' and destroyed· the body of sin (Rom. 6: 6). As justification
can only be forfeited by an overt act of transgression,
not necessarily external, but internal and volitional,
there must be a moving cause superinducing every
transgression. That cause lies back in the domain
of the affections, emotions, inclinations and predilections, whose expurgation is the province of
great
second work of grace wrought in the heart by the
Holy Ghost. As every transgression is an e:ff ect, it
must have a cause superinducing it. This cause can
he none other than depravity operating through some
of its normal avenues, i. e., anger, wrath, malice, envy,
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jealousy, prejudice, bigotry, ambition, avarice, pride,
vanity, lust, et cetera. Just as Satan found it necessary to corrupt the heart of -Adam and Eve by unbelief and the injection of impurity before he could
superinduce an overt violation of the divine law, so
it is in every case, forfeiture of the two experiences
may take place in very quick succession. As there is
certainly a gracious possibility of receiving justification and sanctification in so quick succession as to
puzzle the recipient with the discrimination between
the two, as they are not received on conditions of the
time elapsed but the faith exercised. John Wesley
says Grace Paddy was convicted, converted and sanctified in the short space of twelve hours, which he regarded as truly marvelous, and said he had never
known another parallel case.
N. B.-With God time is a very. small consideration; a second as good as a century where Omnipotence
is concerned.
The impracticability of receiving both -experiences
simultaneously do es not appertain to the human, but
the divine side of the salvation problem. God can
give it all at once; but we cannot r eceive both experiences simultaneousiy, from the fact that faith is
the only receptive a,nd appropriative grace, and the
mind is a unit, incapable of fo calizing · itself on two
things at once. When the sinn er is seeking pardon,
his pardon, his whole being is energized and concentrated in the isolated enterprise of getting rid of the
awful condemnation w hich has already kindled H ell
fire-in his soul ,-and given him a horrific panorama of
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a bottomless, eternal Hell coming to meet him. Thus
affrighted by gorgon horrors, he exclaims, "What shall
I do to be
The awful depths of inbred corruption which has all his life been hatching out the
rattlesnakes of actual transgression which devour his
soul like harpies, he has never yet dreamed of.
Well did God apologize for leading Israel around
through the Red Sea, the Wilderness, and the Jordan,
"lest they might see war, and their hearts faint within
them.'' If they had gone directly overland through
the Isthmus of Suez into Canaan, the formidable, gigantic armies would have panic-stricken and defeated
them. Hence He led them in by the two crossings,
giving time for military discipline in Arabia, where
the enemy was not so strong, thus preparing them for
the greater responsibilities of meeting the combined
armies of those mighty nations in the land of Canaan.
John Wesley says that if God were to show the sinner not only the awful malignity and black turpitude of his own diabolical sins, but the deep abyss
of inbred sin with its crawling reptiles, croaking frogs
and hideous monsters, his heart would fail within him
and he would sink into despair. The unity and finitude of the human mind, disqualifies to apprehend,
receive and appropriate two great achievements simultaneously. 'rh.e regress is homogeneous with the mgress, actually requiring two distinct acts of unbelief.
of its
( d) Taking down a house is the
erection, beginning at the top and winding up at the
bottom, last of all taking up the foundation. ''The
last shall be the first, and the first shall be last,''
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is the Word of our Lord, therefore the forfeiture of
sanctification must precede that of justification, consequently when the soul reaches th.e attitude of actual
sin we know regeneration, which is the foundation,
has evanesced, but we cannot in that case always determine when we lost our sanctification.
( e) When the wagon wheel comes off and we
have a breakdown, we know the linch-pin is out; but
we may realize serious difficulty in finding it where
it has dropped and been covered up in the mud. So
long as it is in its place the wagon runs all right.
Now the losing of a linch-pin and the breaking down
of the wagon are separate and distinct transactions,
attended by specific and different results.

CHAPTER IV.
FORFEITURE OF SANCTIFICATION.
(f) Whereas justification and holiness are generically dissimilar, the former a transaction and the
latter a state, it follows that a corresponding dissimilitude is maintained in their forfeiture. Whereas we
lose our justification only by transgression, which may
be obtained either positively, by sins of commission or
neglectively, by sins of omission, we can only forfeit
holiness by contamination through the inhabition of
corruption. Of this there is constant liability, as we
are here in a wicked, fallen world, exposed to perpetual
assaults of evil, through both human and diabolical
influence. Consequently we lose the experience of
purity inadvertently and unconsciously, like
never finding out that the Holy Ghost has departed
from us till the Philistines assault us; when, to our
unutterable surprise, we find ourselves powerless as
other people, enslaved by our enemies and forced to
grind in the mills of Dagon. This mournful tragedy
is now transpiring in numberless instances throughout the land.
( g) When the Holy Ghost sanctifies a soul He
comes in to abide. His presence is the only secret
of our perpetual victory. Our Savior (Matt. 12 ch.)
gives us a profoundly significant illustration in the

18
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case of the man out 0£ whom the unclean spirit
had gone. ''Walking through dry places, seeking rest
and finding none;'' as he did not happen to effect
an entrance into another human soul. Finally he says:
''I will return to my own house whence I came
out . . . , '' finding it empty, swept -and garnished. he
makes an unsuccessful attempt to reoccupy it, then
going and securing the co-opera ti on of seven other
devils more wicked than himself, they all come, assault the man, prove too strong for him, and re:.
capture him. The last· state of the poor, unfortunate
backslider is worse than the first. Here is a case
of regeneration, the sins all swept out and the heart
beautified and shining in the splendors of the new
creation; but one serious deficiency is here mentibned:
it is ''empty,'' the Holy Ghost having not yet come
in to abide. The man is regenerated but not sanctified. When the
demon who has long enslaved him
the dominion of some evil habit, e. g., profanity,
lying, theft, drunkenness or licentiousness, tempted
him sorely to fall back into his old iniquity again,
he nobly resists him; but when he procured the, cooperation of the seven other demons, even worse than
himself, the combined force of the eight proves too
much for the young convert-he yjelds. They show
him neither distinction nor mercy, but plunge him.
into the rolling waves of worldliness and· wickedness;
the last hope has evanesced. He rides on the topmost
billows of vice and iniquity, if possible making Hel_l
blush for shame. Do you not know that if the Hol!r
Ghost had been living in that dear man He wouhl

20
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have skedaddled those eight devils in the twinkling
of an eye? Most assuredly He would.
(h) Hence Y10U see there is but one possible way
for sanctified people to fall, and that is by grieving
away the Holy Ghost. When He sanctifies us, He
comes in to abide forever. He never comes in till we
promise to obey Him unconditionally, even sealing
our fidelity with our bloQd, if need so require. While
we obey Him in His wonderful and beautiful triple
leadership of spirit, soul and body, leading the human
spirit by His Spirit, the ,ntellect by His Word, and the
body by His providence, so long as we are true to this
threefold divine leadership, the Holy Ghost abides
in the heart and manages the life of the sanctified.
Meanwhile there is not power enough in earth and
Hell combined to conquor that soul, which is absolutely
necessary before an actual transgression involving condemnation and the forfeiture of justification can take
place. Sin is the service of the devil. All sinners
are his slaves. ''You cannot serve two masters.''
Therefore, as an inevitable logical· sequence, Satan
must conquer you before he can ever enslave you. So
long as you are sanctified it is utterly impossible for
the devil to whip you, as he is bound to conquer the
Holy Ghost, who has possession of the citadel, before
he can do it.
The Holy Ghost is none other than God Almighty.
Do you not know that earth and, Hell combined simply amount to nothing when contrasted with Omnipotence? Therefore, while you have the Holy Ghost
dwelling in you (as He does certainly abide in all
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of the truly sanctified), you are just as safe as if you
had passed the pearly gates and they had closed behind you. Therefore there is no possible forfeiture
of the genuine sanctified experience while the Holy
Ghost abides in your heart, and He is certain never to
leave you while you are true to Him.
(i) Now you are in an attitude to recognize the
fallacy of the simultaneous forfeiture of the two experiences. You never can lose your justification without an act of transgression. You never can put forth
such an act till the devil subjugates you. This he
can never do while the Holy Ghost abides in your
heart. He is certain to abide forever if you are loyal
to Him. You see the hypothesis of the simultaneous
forfeiture necessarily ignores the abiding of t'he Holy
Spirit. If He were there the devil couldn't whip you
and make you commit sin. "Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin, for His seed remaineth in
him and he cannot sin because he is born of God.''
(1 John 3: 9.) This shows clearly that you cannot
commit sin in God's family, but must get out into
the devil's kingdom in order to transgress the divine
law. The moment you get your consent to commit
the sin, you normally slide out into the devil's dominion and commit it there. "He that committeth sin
is of the devil.'' (V. 8.) Hence you see the devil
must actually subjugate and capture you, thus taking
you into his own kingdom, where you commit the sin.
Consequently )77ou see that the actual transgression
by which you forfeit your justification cannot J>Ossibly
take place while the Holy Ghost abides in you, as
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He is none other than very and eternal God, and a
thousand million times more than a match for the
devil in command of all the host of earth and Hell
combined. The solitary p!ilgrim waves the bloodstained banner and shouts the victory over all the
armies Diabolus can ever marshal on the battlefields
of probationary earth, actually more than a match for
them all, so long as the Holy Ghost dwells in the
heart.
(j) The dogma of the simultaneous forfeiture goes
on the hypothesis that you have to commit a known
sin in order to lose your sanctification, which is utterly
untrue from the simple fact that you never can commit it until the devil whips you, which is utterly impossible while you are sanctified. It is deplorable to
contemplate this error, now boldly advocated in some
of the Holiness papers. We state this with deep sorrow, because it verily involves a surrender of the grand
depositum which Wesley claimed that God had raised
up the Holiness people of his day to propagate. It
inevitably drops down to the Zinzendorfian heresy.
Sim,·ultaneous loss means simultaneous reception. Wesley fought that error,Jike a hero all his life. When
iLtxFevails ;the
Holiness- Movement is a thing
of the past quietly submitting and taking her Dlace
among the worldly churches, where no burning emppasis is laid 011 the g"l'.'and depositum of entire sanctification
second work of grace. The simultaneity
of these works whether progressively or :retrogressively eliminates the only doctrine which
nently peculiarizes our .M ovement.
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(k) We must confess that we have a vast heterogeneity of elements rallied under the broad banners
of the so-called Holiness people. This arises from
the fact that they are from all sects, denominations,
creeds and theologies. In view of this fact we must
trust the Lord for superabounding charity, as He loves
all with an everlasting love and is so good as to give
us His sweet, perfect love for all. Yet this glorious
palladium of entire sanctification in the elimination
of inbred sin, and the reception of the Holy Ghost as
our perfect Sanctifier and abiding Comforter, give1
us perpetual victory over the world, the flesh, and
the devil. We must ever superscribe on our Holiness
banner, unfurled at the front, and waving triumphantly over the heterogeneous multitudes of all nationalities, races, colors, religions, sects, denominations
and theological schools, all joyfully marching to evangelize all nations, "Conquer the world, get the Bride
ready for the heavenly Bridegroom, girdle the globe
with salvation and 'holiness to the LorJ,' and bring
in the Millennium ! ''
(1) Verily the stupendous majesty of our heavenly
calling forever forbids that we should flicker an iota
from the grand truth which lies at the bottom of the
Holiness superstructure, i. e., entire sanctification,
separate, distinct and subsequently to a clear, skyblue regeneration. Only while we thus keep the grand
depositum capitalized in celestial fire on our banner,
with the sword of the Spirit hewing to pieces every
antagonistical dogma, and thus "heroically contending
for the faith'' once delivered to the saints, can we

24

Apostasy.

perpetuate the tide of victories which has so signally
crowned Immanuel's arms ever since He launched this
glorious revival of Pentecostal experiences which is
generally dated 1874, though He launched out some
of us antecedently, using our humble instrumentality
to inaugurate the M·ovement. These grand primal
truths we must keep constantly before the people,
"lest we let them slip." Regeneration, clear and distinct, followed by entire sanctification, with the infilling and abiding of the Holy Spirit, must constitute
our universal ''Shih boleth. '' Beware of the dogma
which teaches their simultaneous forfeiture, as it is
none other than the old heresy with a modification so
slight as in no way to infringe upon its identity, inevitably involving simultaneous reception, which is Zinzendor:fi.anism. The reason why this error finds much
sympathy among Holiness people is because they are
not really sanctified, but only regenerated, having mistaken reclamation for sanctification. Hence they still
have the inward conflict. The tempter overcomes
them, they yield and commit sin, and say, ''Alas! I
have lost both my sanctification and my justification!" Their conception of God's mighty works is
too low and narrow. Really they drop the standard
of sanctification infinitely below that of the Bible.
They think sanctified people can commit sin when the
Bible (1 John 3: 9) certifies that even regenerated
people cannot do it until they first forfeit their regeneration and get out of the kingdom.
(m) Then how is sanctification forfeited? Not
by actual sin, which is a certain evidence that it is
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already gone, the Holy Ghost having retreated away.
Consequently Satan whips you and you commit si.a.
Sanctification is forfeited by anything which is
calculated to grieve away the Holy Spirit, as He
is our only Sanctifier and Keeper. This we are liable
to do by unwatchfulness, triviality, frivolity, levity
and inordinate hilarity, want of charity and tenderheartedness manifest in thoughtless criticism. Unprofitable conversion and social chit-chat are very
dangerous. Our God says He is jealous and wan ts
to monopolize our company. It is- awfully dangerous
to neglect Him. His still small voice we must diligently heed and faithfully obey. We must take time
to be alone with God. I travel alone from ocean to
ocean, from continent to continent, and yet not alone.
He is with me, and I am delighted with His company.
I love to travel among foreign nations, whose language I know not, because in that case I have nothing
to do but talk to Him. For this reason I have been
long habituated, in my peregrinations, to room alone,
as I have a Companion whom I cannot afford to neglect. As the Holy Ghost is the Author of the Bible,
He always, as in case of John Wesley, makes us homo
unius libri (the·se are Wesley's Latin words, and
simply mean a man of one book-the Bible), of course,
including the good books which explain the Bible.
When I received the Holy Ghost, thirty-five years
ago, I was busily ransacking the whole world for the
great authorities of all ages appertaining to science,
literature and universal learning. When He came in
He spoiled me for everything but the Bible, and His
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sweet will is the delectable privilege to spend and be
spent for Him who gave all for me.
(n) I trow the most efficacious method by which
Satan manamvres to cheat us out of our sanctification is the inhibition of depravity back into the purified heart. When we consider the fact that the air
is thronged with intriguing demons manipulating night
and day to inject depravity into our hearts, and they
are co-operated with on all sides by wicked people,
whose very breath is pestilential and deadly, I do not
wonder that people lose their sanctification. When we
consider the awful wickedness of the world and the
deadness of the Church, our astonishment is not that
so many lose this blessed experience, but really that
any'body keeps it.
Another fa tally prolific source of deflection from
this sweet grace is the leakage of love (Heb. 2: 1).
Perfect love is synonymous with the abiding Holy
Spirit. God is love (1 Jno. 4 ch.). The Holy Ghost
is God (Acts 5: 3, 4). God is the essence of perfection, therefore the sanctified experience is essentially
perfect love, any infringement upon which must prove
detrimental and grievous to the Holy Ghost. God
says, ''Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets
no harm.'' The sanctified people are aU anointed with
the Holy Ghost. The gift of prophecy (1 Cor . 12: 10),
which is included in the nine conferred by the indwelling Comforter and constitutes the invincible panoply
of the Christian warrior, makes you the Lord's
prophet, and qualifies you to preach the everlasting
Gospel. A critical, fault-finding spirit is utterly in-
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compatible with perfect love, which ''covers a multitude of faults, suffers long, and is kind, and is not
provoked.'' When the archangel Michael contends
with the devil over the body of Moses (Jude 9), it
is said that ''he dared not bring a railing accusation
against him,'' but simply said, ''The Lord rebuke
thee.'' Mark here the deportment of the archangel;
when God sent him down to raise Moses from the dead,
and Satan races up from Hell with an awful roar, obstreperously interdicting Michael's invasion of his territory and ordering him to retreat away and leave
Moses in his sepulcher to go back to the dust, like
other meh, at the same time railing against him for
leading a whole nation out of his kingdom, Michael,
true to his trust, persists in taking him out of the
sepulcher. Words bring on blows, developing into
a terrible hand-to-hand fight, in which the archangel
signally defeats Satan, drives him back to Hell, takes
Moses aboard his fiery chariot and flies away through
trackless ether, passing rolling worlds, singing spheres,
:flaming comets and burning suns, till finally the bright
celestial city bursts upon their enraptured vision, and
millions of angels shout the leader of Israel, mediator
of the old convenant and prophet of the most high
God, a long, loud welcome home.
N. B.-While Michael, true to his commission, fights
the devil and takes the body of Moses out of his hands,
he does not dare to bring against him a railing accusa"'"
tion, but simply turns him over to the Lord, resting
assured that the "Judge of all the earth will do
right."
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The word accusation here is krisis, judgment, while
blasphemy means evil speaking. Though the devil is
guilty of blasphemy and all evil, yet Michael did not
dare bring in a verdict against him for blasphemy,
but simply turned him over to the Lord, whose sole
prerogative it is to judge the living and the dead.
Therefore, he commands us to ''judge not,'' while,
like Michael, we must be true, and contend heroically
for the faith once delivered to the saints; yet we
should judge no one, but turn everybody over to Him
who alone is competent to admininster righteous judgment. This is enchanted ground, where many a pilgrim has fallen victim to the giants of inbred sin.
( o) Thus sanctification is never lost by an act
of sin, as every act must have an agent which in the
realm of sin, is none other than Adam the first, who
has been restored back to the heart by Satan, his
father. Therefore sanctification can never be lost by
an overt act of the will, as the back-lying, evil ,principle which superinduces every infraction of the divine
law, the very transgression being prima facie evidence,
is irrefutably confirmatory of the antecedent ingress of
depravity into the heart. This conclusion follows as
an irresistlble sequence from the indissoluble relation of ca use to effect. Therefore the first act of
known and willing sin is the normal fruit of indwelling depravity which is the irreconcilable antithesis to
the sanctified state. Therefore the two forfeitures are
not to be confounded and identified, as they are always distinct either from other. There is a possibility for them to occur in very close proximity· either
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to other, as apostasy does not depend on time, but
unbelief, just as salvation is not by time but through
faith.
(p) We always know when we lose our justification, as its forfeiture involves a known sin of either
commission or omission. Not so with the forfeiture
of sanctification. It simply leaks away and, as Samson, ''wist not that the Spirit had departed from him''
till assulted by the Philistines, when he found himself weak as any other man, this is the way we all
find it out when we lose our sanctification. The Philistines here symbolize Satanic power. Therefore, when
we find ourselves doing things we know to be wrong,
we are thereby fully assured that we have lost sanctification. Yet do not leap to the conclusion that you
lost it in committing those sins. This is a great
mistake. You did not lose your sanctification in committing those known sins, but you. yielded to temptation and transgressed the divine law for but
reason, and that is because you had a.ntecedently lost
your sanctification. If the Holy Ghost had abode in
your heart at the time of Satan's assault, He would
certainly have signally defeated him, giving you
strength by the battle and courage by the victory,
thus in the glorious finale making your temptation a
blessing (Jam es 1 : 2; Rom. 8: 28). While actual sin
is certain evidence that your sanctification has been
antecedently forfeited, it does not follow that you
always yield to temptation, thus forfeiting your justification by sins of commission or omission, or both,
when you lose your sanctification. On the contrary,
1
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there is a gracious possibility for you to stand in your
justification. I stood there nineteen years with the
inward conflict painfully revealing my imperative need
of more grace to give me the needed victory. I have
met many, in my travels, confessing that they once
enjoyed sanctification, and to their sorrow let it slip,
not knowing how, having never yielded to temptation or committed a known sin. All they could say
was, ''The blessed Comforter has gone and I know
not how; but He has left in my heart an aching void
the world can never fill.'' At the same time, in reviewing their lives, they could not remember a known
sin committed or duty neglected.
Examples along this line we frequently meet on
this Mount of Blessings, and constantly in our camp·
meetings. All they can say is the mournful confession,
''the heavenly dove of sweet, perfect soul rest has
gone away, and the cawing crow of obnoxious old
depravity has gotten back.'' Meanwhile they are utterly unconscious of ever having yielded to a known
sin, and are still ''keeping themselves'' from actual
transgression, though the conflict is terrible, sighing
and crying night and day for the return of the bl-essed
Comforter.
( q) This Zinzendor:fian dogma of simultaneous
forfeiture is cruel as a demon in its dealing with this
class of Christians, whose name is legion this day in
the Holiness Movement, as it confronts the thousands
of weary pilgrims who come to our great camp-meetings purposely to regain their sanctification which
has evanesced during the year. Only last Sunday,
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at Salvation Park Camp-meeting, near Cincinnati, I
saw about 200 people crowd the altar, many of whom,
to my personal knowledge, had hitherto brightly professed the experience. They were unconscious of any
known transgression of the divine l1aw; if so, they
must have sought justification. I saw them in awful
agony pray through, get the victory and rise shouting,
with the shine of heaven on their faces. What an
iniquity to have told those broken-hearted pilgrims
that they had lost their justification also, simultaneously with their sanctification, thus precipitating
them into the ''slough of despond,'' to groan and cry
their eyes away over their sins which had long ago
been forgiven, and thus getting them so entangled in
the bogs and swamps of doubt and condemnation that
they would never get out, but sink down and die in
despair. This was not what they wanted; they had
no conviction for it. They were sighing and crying
simply for the return of the Holy Comforter. These
facts positively prove the falsity of this dangerous
dogma of the simultaneous forfeiture of justification
along with siancti:fication. As Wesley says, ''It grieves
those whom God has not grieved and will in all probability send them to Hell.'' The prevalence of this
heresy would ruin the Holiness Movement, sending
multiplied thousands to the mourner's bench, seeking
conversion which they could never get, as that is for
sinners, while sanctification is for Christians. The
normal e:ffect of this heresy would be to run the dear
Christians who have lost their sanctifiC'ation into hopPless despair in their fruitless efforts to get justifiea-

32

Apostasy.

tion, ending up in the forfeiture of their faith, which
means damnation. ''Cast not away your confidence
which has great reward.'' God makes no mistakes.
He has settled this controversy beyond the possibility
of cavil. You see His constant refutation of this fatal
error whenever you attend our camp-meetings and
Holiness conventions. Just go to work in the altar
and you will constantly find people seeking reclamation into their sianctified experiences, which have
evanesced, they know not how; and at the same time
they have no conviction of actual transgression, and
consequently could not get reclaimed into the justified state if they were to try ever so hard, from the
simple fact that when God wants to bless a soul He
always anticipates it with conviction, which is the
indispensable antecedent to both justification and sanctification. You must hold all God has given you with
the grip of a giant and seek all He has promised you,
if you ever expect to get to Heaven.
(r) It is an awful thing to grieve the Holy Spirit
by casting away your confidence in God and depreciating the mighty works He has wrought in your
heart. While sanctification is indescribably and sublimely glorious, conversion, including justification and
regeneration, is inconceivably magnitudinous. The
great trouble with the above dogma is that it so minifies God's mighty works as to disqualify the mind to
apprehend them in their stupendous, mighty and supernatural glory. When I was a boy I delivered many
a speech to the listening rabble of my native hills,
describing the evils of slavery, and always predicting
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the bloody war destined to arise from that unhappy
institution. In my juvenile imagination I portrayed
the Ohio River crimsoned with blood. As that was
the boundary between the free and slave States, I
thought the mighty armies of the North and South
would meet on his banks in battle array and crimson
his waters with their flowing blood. In this I was
mistaken. The mighty North, conscious of her power,
at once carried the war away down South, fighting
many battles in "Dixie land." Early in the conflict
the Southern braves displayed wonderful heroism, defeating the Union army and driving them back into
Kentucky, where they halted and gave them battle at
Perrytville, the home of my family. As I had at
that time been in Immanuel's army seven years, I
took no part in the national conflict; but oh! how
my senses thrilled when I listened to the awful roar
of artillery, terrible clangor of musketry and precipitate mutual charges while two hundred thousand
warriors engaged in deadly . conflict. It resulted in
the signal defeat of the Confederates.
N. B.-This battle was fought and a grand victory
for Uncle Sam gloriously achieved. The salient point
in this illustration consists in the fact that Kentucky
never seceded from the Union, but stuck to the old
flag throughout the conflict, in which all her sisters
throughout dear old ''Dixie land'' forsook the ''starspangled banner" and rallied under the "stars and
bars'' except Maryland, though multiplied thousands of secessionists lived in Kentucky, just like multitudes of c,arnal foes abide in the heart till "Holy
1
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Samuel'' rises and hews Agag into smithereens. Hence
this notable, historic item beautifully and forcefully
illustrates the many battles which the man of grace
fight1s against the man of sin on the regeneration
plain. Though ''Uncle S:am'' had suffered signal defeat by the Confederates, he retreated back to Perryville, Ky., where, re-enforced by vast armies from the
loyal North, he gave the rebels another decisive battle,
which lasted three days (I shall never forget the awful roar of the artillery), which finally resulted in
breaking the power of the rebellion and expediting
the speedy fall of the Confederacy. We have in our
annual camp-meetings constant and
verifications of this grand truth in spiritual conflict, i. e.,
dozens and scores of people who, when s anctified a
year ago, shouted all over the camp-ground, went
hf.lme, electrified all their neighbors, and did nobly for
a while; but finally Satan turns all the gatling guns
of Hell, eo-opera ted by myriads of incarnate devils in
multitudinous, insidious forms, in an evil hour succeeds
in the injectment of depravity, i. e., demoniacal nature,
into the heart, thus re-enthroning old Adam, to the
infinite grief of the defeated pilgrim. Yet he has one
blessed consolation, i. e., he has never committed
known nor willing sin, but simply inadvertently and
unwatchfully grieved :away the Holy Spirit, who alone
can give him victory. Finally the camp-meeting rolls
around, he is the first at the altar, prays through to
God and He again gives him the blessed Comforter,
the final victory. Even so, when Satan defeats you
on the plain of siancti:fication, he has not captured you,
1
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for you are still in the kingdom of God and only get
out by actual transgression, which you are determined
not to do. On the contrary, as I see constantly at our
camp-meetings, the backsliders from sanctification,
stirred up by the mighty preaching of our fire-baptized
eviangelists, rally again to the altar, muster all their
forces, give the devil a desperate battle, and actuaHy,
whip him, as the Union army at Perryville, thus joyfully regaining the lost ground. How awful this
dogma of the simultaneous forfeiture, as it would
normally dupe the poor soul with the Satanic hallucination that the devil had him in his clutches, tied
hand and foot, transported back to the brick-kilns an cl
mortar yards of Egypt, which is not true. He is
still in the wilderness, which is God's territory, as
Pharaoh had no dominion beyond the seia, and did
not own a single one of them after they crossed it.
I am happy to see the sanctified people, when so unfortunate as to lose their experience, going for it
again, fighting valiantly and getting it back. That
is the thing to do.
N. B.-God commands us, cast not away your confidence in God, which has great reward (Heb. 11 ch.).
Satan manceuvres in every possible way to manipulate
earth and Hell, so to discourage you that you will cast
away your confidence in God, and losing your grip,
get jostled down till you put your foot on his hellward ladder, consisting of six steps, all beginning
with d: first, doubt; second, discouragment; thir<l,
despondency; fourth, despair; fifth, death; and sixth,
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damnation. Take warning, keep off the devil's ladder
and you have the victory for ever.
God is still of mercy and love and more anxious
to give you back the Holy Spirit than we are to give
good gifts to our children. Therefore fight with the
intrepidity of Gideon 1and his 300 braves on the plain
of regeneration, till you again scale the "Beulah
heights'' of entire sanctification, where the sun and
moon both shine night and day. Be true to the Holy
Ghost and He will whip the devil for you and give
you everlasting victory.
N. B.-You do not lose your sanctification by committing sin, but by the reinhibition of depravity,
which is none other than devil nature, significantly,
especially in the Pauline Epistles, denominated ''the
old man.'' When he is crucified and utterly destroyed
by' the baptism which Jesus gives with the Holy
Ghost and fire (Rom. 6: 1-6), how can he ever get
N. B.-The old man, i. e., hereditary depravity,
inbred sin, simply means devil nature, called ''old''
because he is actually as old as the devil, having originated in the fall of Lucifer (Isa. 14: 12), transmitted
to Adam in the fall by Satan, and reaching every human being, ''I was shapen in iniquity and in sin did
my mother conceive me." (Ps. 51: 5.) This depravity is the old seed sin. In regeneration it is cut down,
the ground plowed and the crop pitched. In sanctification every bitter root is eradicated, so as never
again to disturb the growing crop.
(s) While this old man of sin in the glorious
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work of entire sanctification is utterly destroyed, yet
the air is thronged with demons (Eph. 2: 1), ready to
impart their stygian virus to every human spirit, and
will succeed if you do not watch and pray incessantly.
Therefore sanctification is not lost by committing sin,
but by the leakage of love; amid unwatchfulness,
"tjhrough unguarded trivialities, frivolities, levities,
jocosities, hilarities, the Messed Holy Spirit is grieved
away. Then, like Samson shorn of his locks, to your
unutterable surprise you fall captive to the Philistines,
whom you antecedently conquered by whole armies,
though panoplied with swords, spears and battle-axes,
and you had only the jaw-bone of a donkey.
( t) While sanctified, t:he Holy Ghost is living in
you, and if true to Him, will whip all of your
enemies and give you the victory for ever, leaving
you nothing to do but shine, shout and be true. You
think you lost your sanctificiation when you committed
the first known sin, precipitating your fall. In this
you are mistaken. If the Holy Ghost had been living
in you, you would have shouted in the martyr fires
rather than do anything you knew to be wrong.
Transgression is an act which must have a cause, and
that cause is depravity, j, e., old Adam gotten back,
if he ever was out. Beware of this current heresy,
i. e., simultaneous forfeiture, which inevitably involves
simultaneous reception, i. e., Zinzendorfianism, which
John Wesley fought all of his life, and well he might,
for it proved the rock which wrecked the
God so
gloriously launched through his humble instrumentality.

